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Finding

Stranger to silence, listen, be comforted,

for sound and silence, daily interspaced,

meet here in sight.

Colour and sound are muted both by night:

bird after bird ceases from song and flight,

still, blue and deep,

distance outstretches to the sky, and shadows steep

in quiet the trees and grass, all houses dark with sleep.
See and be comforted.

Here all past summers lie. Here their increase
spreads wider branches. Though they only lease
a lifetime’s beauty,

time cannot touch the human memory

that flowers in you, lights for your living eye
known and unknown,

until you too, listening, have grown

one with the silence of all summers done

in the night’s peace.

Ursula Vaughan Williams

Text © Vaughan Williams Charitable Trust, and used by kind permission.

Programme note:

This setting was composed at the invitation of the RVW Trust, for a memorial
concert for Ursula Vaughan Williams at the Royal College of Music, October
3rd, 2008.

I was lucky enough to know Ursula for over forty years, and she was a special
friend to me when I was growing up. I remember long summer evenings,
such as she describes, in my parents’ beautiful garden, which she loved to
visit.

I think of this song as a Nocturne, in memoriam. My allusions to RVW’s

music are intentional.
NL



